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ESPERANCE farmers had a small win
recentlv after Esperance Shire council-
lors reversed their earlier decision and
voted in favour of allowing 2.4-1) Ester
800 on their properiiss during the sum-
mer period this year.

The decision was made at the Espe-
rance Shire ordipary council meeting
after much indecision [rom councillors
regarding the use of chemicals.

In late September several furmers
dttended a council mesting at Scaddan to
volce their support for the uze of the

“ ..Iit provides the best
option to control broadleaf
weeds particularly melons
and helps reduce trash
flow issues...”

—LYRDON MICKEL

chemical, but despite this councillors
voted 4-3 against the approval of the per-
mit due to health and Liability concerns.

In a bid to reverse the decision, the
South East Pramiom wheat Growers
Association teamed vp with its silver
sponsor Nufarm, the only manufaciurer
of 2 4-13 in Australia,

Nolarm research and | development
manager Andrew Wells pave a presenta-

Spray on: Farmers like Lyndon Mickel are __m..____E_ with the decision to allow them
o use 2,4-D Ester 800 this summer. Photo: LARS LADYMAN

Chemical win
for farmers

tion to shire councillors at the Cctober
all purpose committes meeting to clear
up any misunderstanding or confusion
associated wiath use of the chemical,

hir Wells covered 4 range of technical
information including some background
history. physical and chemical proper-
ties. toxicology, tegional monitoring data
and trial work that has been conducted
ower the last fow years.

SEPWA president Lyndon Micke] said
it was due to the correct information
heing put in froat of the councillors that
saw the original decision reversed toa 7-2
vote in the favour of the use of 24-D
Ester 800 under the permit svster.

“SEPWA believes it is an impottant
chemical for farmers to nse, mainly dur-
g LUMTMEr SPraying, as it provides the
best option Lo control broadleaf weeds,
partiolarly melons, and helps redece
trash flowissues through the bar at seed-
ing time,” he said.

*Our members should not have o val-
uable chemical option removed on the
basis of & lack of information being shven
te the councillors, and this 15 what con-
tributed to the original decision against
the chemical being made.™”

"Mr Mickel said SEPWA was absolute-
ly ecstatic that the Shire [irstly aceepted
the invitation to listen to anexpert on the
chemical. and secandly reversed the vote
from the September mocting.

In 20006 the Australian Pesticides and
Veterinary Medicinegs Authority, which is
the reguldtory body, suspended the repis-
tration of the chemical 2,4-1 Ester 800
because of concerns about the damage it
could do to non-targeted plants and the
coyironment.
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THE newly established association of iron
ore producets and vxplorers, the Yilgarn
Tron Producers Assoctation, visited Espe-
rance last week to meet stakeholder proups

During the visit ¥ [PA chairman Ciregory
Bromlcy and secretary Dayic Utting held
discussions with the Esperance Ports Sca
and Land and took some time out to ook at
some of the mfrastricture in town.

While the group was in town the Espe-

- rance Chamber of Commerce and Incdustry

held a meeting between the representatives
of ¥1PA, the Shire of Esperance and the
Croldfields-Esperance Development Come-
IS0

ECCI chiet execntive Granl Shipp said
Yilgart iron ore was already being exported
through the Esperance Port and over time
this wonld grow with the mumber of mining
companies and exploration in the Yilgarn
eEIon,

“Esperance is well placed with the mujor-
_.J ofinfrasiructure IHE&&, in place to max-
irmise this opportunity,” he said.

‘The Yilgarn is alveady an established iton
producing regien with cight million tonnes
per annam of direct shipping ore exported
and o potential ageresate iron endowment
of more than 10 billion tonnes of magnetite
and 1bn tonnes of 1350 hasmatite ores,

YIPA chairman Gregory Bromley said
the cooperative development of rail and
other infrastructure could turn the central
Yilguro mmto Australia’s next big iron ore
puwerhouse

“Thia would have 3 simnificant economic
benedil to the Yalgarn-Geldfields-Esperance
area,” he said,

Mr Shipp agrded the Yilgarn region had
cnormous potential and said it was preal to
see the formation of YW1PA, "Il will allow for
a coordingted assessment of the infra-
alructure required,” he satd.

“Thereizabout 1530km ol rail required all
other infrastruciure 18 more or less in place
for shipment out of Esperance”™

M Ship said it would be some ime before
Esperance saw the benefits, bul if the for-
ward estimates were correct, there would be
significant benefits 1o the town when (he ore
began to be shipped through the Fsperanca
Port, mcluding employment and further
infrastrocture development,
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surveying the scene; YIPA Eﬁ_aﬁ%_ mauuq m_.na.ﬁ__

took some time out to look over Esperance infrastructure
at the Port doring a recent visit to the town.
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Esperance Diary

o Movember 3: The Seniar Gitizens Gentra will
be holding a free Great Gardens Show from 5.20

until 8.30pm, bookings are essential for the

event, For further information, or ta make your

booking call 90831500,

o November 4: A free Terrific Travel Night will be
held at the Esperance Sanior Citizens Centre
sfarting at 7 until 9.30pm. Although the event is
free bookings are essential, for more information
or to make a booking cantact the Senior Citizens

Centre on 2083 1500.

@ November 6 ~ 14: The Ciiffs Esperance
International Tennis Tournarnent is part of the
2010-11 Australian Pro Tour and will be held at
the Esperance Tennis Courts on Black Street
from MNovember 6-14, with free entry.

o November 14: A live broadcast of the Berlin
Philharmonic Orehestra will be Uﬁmn_n_mmu atthe
Esperance Civic Gentre on Nov
and light snacks will be served at 6.45pm, and
the concert will begin at 8pm. mﬁq into the
concert Is free of chargs.

her 14, drinks
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